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          Council Chambers 

          Municipal Building 

          December 28, 2021 

 

The McAlester City Council met in a Regular session on Tuesday, December 28, 2021, at 6:00 

P.M. after proper notice and agenda was posted, December 22, 2021, at 5:10 P.M. 

 

Oliver Skimbo gave the invocation and lead the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Call to Order 

 

Mayor Browne called the meeting to order. 

 

Roll Call 

 

Council Roll Call was as follows: 

 

Attending: Weldon Smith, Randy Roden, Billy Jack Boatright & John Browne 

Absent:    Cully Stevens & Zach Prichard 

Presiding:   John Browne, Mayor 

Staff Present: Pete Stasiak, City Manager; Sherri Swift, CFO; Jeb Jones, Public 

Works Director; Kirk Ridenour, Economic Development Director; 

Oliver Skimbo, Environmental Programs; John T. Hammons, City 

Attorney and Cora Middleton, City Clerk 

 

Mayor Browne explained that the City Attorney would not be in attendance at tonight’s meeting 

but would be available by phone if needed. 

 

Citizens Comments on Non-Agenda Items 
Residents may address Council regarding an item that is not listed on the Agenda. Residents must provide their 

name and address. Council requests that comments be limited to five (5) minutes. 

 

There were no citizen’s comments. 

 

Consent Agenda 
All matters listed under the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the City Council and will be enacted by 

one motion. There will not be separate discussion of these items. If discussion is desired, that item will be removed 

from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately. 

 

A. Approval of the Minutes from the December 14, 2021, Regular Meeting of the McAlester 

City Council. (Cora Middleton, City Clerk) 
 

B. Approval of Claims for December 8, 2021, thru December 21, 2021. (Sherri Swift, Chief 

Financial Officer) In the following amounts:  General Fund - $150,921.16; Parking 

Authority - $310.45; Nutrition - $748.95; Educational Fund - $47,681.39; Tourism Fund - 

$9,019.24; SE Expo Center - $640.00; E-911 - $8,742.04; Economic Development - 

$47,399.38; Grants & Contributions - $72.47; Fleet Maintenance - $3,702.51; CIP Fund - 
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$53,145.25; Stormwater Fund - $20,477.85; Infrastructure Fund - $68,943.12; MRHC-

Cancer Center Fund - $47,681.39 and MPWA – DWSRF Projects - $704,608.15. 

 

C. Concur with the Mayor’s appointment of Jan Grubbs to the McAlester Library Advisory 

Board for a term to expire December 31, 2024. (Cora Middleton, City Clerk)  

 

D. Concur with the Mayor’s reappointment of Sam Wampler to the McAlester Storm Water 

Drainage System Advisory Committee for a term to expire August 2024. (Cora 

Middleton, City Clerk) 

 

E. Consider and act upon approving the hanger Lease Agreement in form only, between 

Arkansas-Oklahoma Railroad and the McAlester Airport Authority.  (Kirk Ridenour, 

Economic Development Director)  

 

A motion to approve the Consent Agenda was made by Councilman Smith and seconded by 

Councilman Boatright.  There was no discussion, and the vote was taken as follows: 

 

AYE:  Councilmembers Smith, Boatright, Roden & Mayor Browne 

NAY:  None 

 

Mayor Browne declared the motion carried.  

 

A motion to open a Public Hearing, addressing two (2) proposed ordinances was made by 

Councilman Smith.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Boatright, and the vote was taken 

as follows: 

 

AYE:  Councilmembers Smith, Boatright, Roden & Mayor Browne 

NAY:  None 

 

Mayor Browne declared the motion carried, and the Public Hearing was opened at 6:04 P.M. 

 

Public Hearing 
All persons interested in any ordinance listed under Scheduled Business shall have an opportunity to be heard in accordance 

with Article 2, Section 2.12(b) of the City Charter. 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF MCALESTER, OKLAHOMA; AMENDING 

MCALESTER CITY CODE CHAPTER 22, BUSINESSES, ARTICLE I, IN GENERAL, 

SECTION 22-1 DEFINITIONS; REPEALING ALL CONFLICTING ORDINANCES, 

AND PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY. 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF McALESTER, OKLAHOMA, AMENDING 

ORDINANCE NO. 2718 WHICH ESTABLISHED THE BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 

2021-2022; REPEALING ALL CONFLICTING ORDINANCES; PROVIDING FOR A 

SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 



December 28, 2021                Regular Meeting 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 3 of 9 

There were no comments from the Council or citizens, and a motion to close the Public Hearing 

was made by Councilman Smith.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Boatright, and the 

vote was taken as follows: 

 

AYE:  Councilmembers Smith, Boatright, Roden & Mayor Browne 

NAY:  None 

 

Mayor Browne declared the motion carried, and the Public Hearing was closed at 6:05 P.M. 

 

Scheduled Business 

 

1. Presentation on the new MS4 Stormwater Permit Updates. (Oliver Skimbo, 

Environmental Program) 
Executive Summary 

Discussion Only. 

 

Brandon Clayborn, P.E., CFM Meshek & Associates, LLC addressed the Council explaining that 

his firm had been working with the City of McAlester on the requirements of its’ storm water 

permits since 2006 and he had been involved in it every year.  He then reviewed the various 

departments his firm had and the type of work those departments did.  He explained the 

Oklahoma Department of Environmental Quality (ODEQ) Stormwater Management Program 

and how it affected the different municipalities.  He reviewed the permits that Meshek & 

Associates, LLC had worked on or was working on for the City of McAlester.  He added that this 

Stormwater Management Program was an unfunded mandate from ODEQ and communities had 

to comply with the mandate.  He reviewed the activities that the City had performed to maintain 

compliance with the program. 

 

There was a brief discussion concerning what some of the acronyms meant and how fees were 

set. 

 

No action was taken on this item. 

 

2 Consider and act upon, to accept request from Pittsburg County Commissioners 

requesting that the City of McAlester de-annex the Southeast Expo Center, a.k.a. the 

Pittsburg County Expo from within the corporate city limits since the property is under 

the management of Pittsburg County. (Ross Selman, Pittsburg County) 
Executive Summary 

Motion to accept request from Pittsburg County Commissioners requesting that the City of McAlester de-annex the 

Southeast Expo Center, a.k.a. the Pittsburg County Expo from within the corporate city limits since the property is 

under the management of Pittsburg County. 

 

Mayor Browne addressed the Council explaining that he had discussed this matter with the 

Commissioner Selman and it made sense to him.  He stated that it could not be done tonight as it 

required an ordinance that had to be posted for a week prior to the meeting.  He added that this 

was to get the thoughts of the Council. 
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Councilmembers Boatright and Roden agreed that de-annexation of the Expo made sense to 

them. 

 

Councilman Smith commented that he did not agree and asked if the plan was to de-annex the 

Court House or the County Jail.  He stated that he would like to see the City and County work 

together more.  He added that this could open up a can of worms, with other entities requesting 

to be de-annexed or have their fees waived. 

 

Mark Emmons, 1701 Boardwalk addressed the Council expressing his concerns over de-

annexing property.  He then reviewed his list of pros and cons regarding the de-annexation of the 

Expo and asked that the Council slow down on the consideration of this matter. 

 

Mayor Browne stated again that no action could be taken at this meeting. 

 

3. Consider an ordinance amending the Code of Ordinances of the City of McAlester, 

Chapter 22 Businesses, Article I, in General, Section 22-1, Definitions. (Jayme Clifton, 

Community Development Director)  
Executive Summary 

Staff recommends that the City Council give a first reading of a draft ordinance amending the Code of Ordinances of 

the City of McAlester, Section 22-1 Definitions, by defining food service businesses. 

 

Director Clifton addressed the Council explaining that this was the initial reading of the proposed 

ordinance that would clearly define the food service businesses that are licensed annually.  She 

stated that the proposed language was consistent with the definition that was provided in the 

Fats, Oils and Grease (FOG) Control program that had been adopted by the Council in 

September, 2021.  Director Clifton added that the licensing of the food-related businesses would 

help implement the FOG program, control the introduction of fats, oils and grease into the City’s 

wastewater system and wastewater treatment facilities. 

 

There was a brief discussion concerning how this could affect home-based bakeries, requiring 

businesses to install grease containers, the businesses having systems in place and if the City 

knew of the areas of the community that were the most problematic. 

 

No action was taken on this item. 

 

4. Consider, and act upon, the final payment in the amount of $292,975.26 from APAC 

Central, Inc. for the Street Overlay Project and accept the project as completed. (Jeb 

Jones, Public Works Director) 
Executive Summary 

The recommendation is to accept the final payment in the amount of $304,147.67 from APAC Central, Inc. for the 

Street Overlay Project and accept the project as completed.  

 

Director Jones addressed the Council informing them that the overlay project had been 

completed and inspected.  He stated that the work had satisfactorily been completed per the bid 

specs and staff recommended the acceptance of the project and final payment. 
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After a brief discussion, concerning the quality of the work performed and the wording of the 

item a motion to accept the final payment invoice, in the amount of $292,975.26, from APAC 

Central, Inc. for the Street Overlay Project and accept the project as completed was made by 

Councilman Smith.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Boatright, and the vote was taken 

as follows: 

 

AYE:  Councilmembers Smith, Boatright, Roden & Mayor Browne 

NAY:  None 

 

Mayor Browne declared the motion carried 

 

5. Consider and act upon, authorizing the mayor to sign the Work Order for Professional 

Services with Infrastructure Solutions Group, LLC in the amount of $19,900.00 Sewer 

and $12,700.00 Stormwater for engineering services for Newton Circle (East) Sewer 

Improvements Project. (Jeb Jones, Public Works Director)  
Executive Summary 

Motion to authorize the mayor to sign the Work Order for Professional Services in the amount of $19,900.00 Sewer 

and $12,700.00 Stormwater with Infrastructure Solutions Group, LLC for engineering services for Newton Circle 

(East) Sewer Improvements Project. 

 

Director Jones addressed the Council explaining that this project would address a persistent 

sewer issue caused by the deterioration of a clay sewer pipe and stormwater intrusion into the 

City’s sanitary sewer.  He commented that this project would replace 990 feet of 8-inch PVC 

sanitary sewer and four (4) manholes.  He stated that thirteen (13) residences would benefit from 

the project and would replace 120 feet of concrete flume and install 310 feet of double (side by 

side) 15-inch stormwater pipe.  He briefly reviewed how the repairs would be made. 

 

After a brief discussion concerning putting the pipes back into the same locations, a motion to 

authorize the Mayor the Work Order for Professional Services with Infrastructure Solutions 

Group, LLC in the amount of $19,900.00 Sewer and $12,700.00 Stormwater for engineering 

services for Newton Circle (East) Sewer Improvements Project was made by Councilman Smith.  

The motion was seconded by Councilman Boatright, and the vote was taken as follows: 

 

AYE:  Councilmembers Smith, Boatright, Roden & Mayor Browne 

NAY:  None 

 

Mayor Browne declared the motion carried 

 

6. Consider and act upon accepting the annual City of McAlester Audited Financial 

Statements and Independent Auditor’s Report for Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2021.  

(Sherri Swift, Chief Financial Officer)  
Executive Summary 

Motion to accept the annual Audit for the Fiscal Year ending June 30, 2021, for the City of McAlester.   

 

Mayor Browne commented that the Audit had already been accepted in the Special Meeting. 

 

No action was taken on this item. 
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7. Discussion on Monthly Financial Update. (Sherri Swift, Chief Financial Officer) 
Executive Summary 

Discussion Only. 

 

CFO Swift addressed the financial update as of November 31, 2021.  She commented that the 

fiscal year was 41.67% complete.  She then reviewed the General Fund revenues and 

expenditures and the MPWA revenues and expenditures commenting that all accounts were 

doing well.  She reviewed the Sales and Use Tax receipts stating that both were the highest 

receipts of the year.  During her update on the water sales, she explained that there was some 

high consumption in the Water Districts and Staff and the Water District Management Company 

were looking into it.   CFO Swift stated that that Hotel/Motel Tax receipts comparison had been 

added to the packet and explained that those receipts were doing very well.  She finished the 

update with a review of the Treasury Report. 

 

No action was taken on this item. 

 

8. Consider, and act upon, an Ordinance amending Ordinance No. 2718 which established 

the budget for fiscal year 2021-2022; repealing all conflicting ordinances; providing for a 

severability clause; and declaring an emergency. (Sherri Swift, Chief Financial Officer) 
Executive Summary 

A motion to approve the budget amendment ordinance. 

 

CFO Swift addressed the Council reviewing the exhibits for the amendment and commented that 

this amendment would get the expenditure accounts back in line with the Budget.  She stated that 

this would address the changes needed from the Mid-Year Budget Review. 

 

ORDINANCE  NO. 2740  

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF McALESTER, OKLAHOMA, AMENDING 

ORDINANCE NO. 2718 WHICH ESTABLISHED THE BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 

2021-2022; REPEALING ALL CONFLICTING ORDINANCES; PROVIDING FOR A 

SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 

After a brief discussion concerning the City not budgeting the entire Fund Balance a motion to 

approve ORDINANCE NO. 2740, amending the Fiscal Year 2021-2022 Budget, appropriating 

funds for Mid-Year review was made by Councilman Smith.  The motion was seconded by 

Councilman Boatright, and the vote was taken as follows: 

 

AYE:  Councilmembers Smith, Boatright, Roden & Mayor Browne 

NAY:  None 

 

Mayor Browne declared the motion carried. 

 

Councilman Smith moved to approve the EMERGENCY CLAUSE.  The motion was seconded 

by Mayor Browne, and the vote was taken as follows: 
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AYE:  Councilmembers Smith, Boatright, Roden & Mayor Browne 

NAY:  None 

 

Mayor Browne declared the motion carried. 

 

9. Discussion regarding MRHC, in general. (Randy Roden, Council) 
Executive Summary 

Discussion Only.  

 

Councilman Roden asked to table this item and item number ten (10) since the City Attorney was 

not present. 

 

Mayor Browne recommended postponing both items.  Councilman Roden agreed and both items 

were postponed. 

 

10. Discussion and act to place on file, letter from Oklahoma State Attorney General Office 

to Monica Ford. (Randy Roden, Council) 
Executive Summary 

Motion to place on file the letter from Oklahoma State Attorney General Office to Monica Ford. 

 

This item was postponed. 

 

11. Approve, accept, and place on file the discussion of the Restrictive Covenants at the 

Steven Taylor Industrial Park. (Kirk Ridenour, Economic Development Director) 
Executive Summary 

Motion to approve, accept and place on file the discussion of the Restrictive Covenants at the Steven Taylor 

Industrial Park. 

 

Mayor Browne explained that in 1985 Covenants were placed on the property at the Industrial 

Park.  He stated that those covenants had expired in 2005 and the company that was purchasing 

the property for the Bitcoin mining wanted the City to state on record that the covenants had 

expired in 2005. 

 

Director Ridenour addressed the Council informing them that a search for any record that 

indicated the covenants had been extended could not be found. 

 

After a brief discussion concerning the need to extend the covenants, the City having Zoning 

regulations and land requirements that addressed the topics that the covenants had addressed and 

if those covenants and the City’s Zoning and Land Use regulations could be compared a motion 

to approve, accept and place on file the discussion of the expiration of the Restrictive Covenants 

at the Steven Taylor Industrial Park was made by Councilman Smith.  The motion was seconded 

by Councilman Roden, and the vote was taken as follows: 

 

AYE:  Councilmembers Smith, Roden, Boatright & Mayor Browne 

NAY:  None 

 

Mayor Browne declared the motion carried. 
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Mayor’s Comments and Committee Appointments 

 

Mayor Browne stated that he was changing the order of the meeting and was going to make his 

comments prior to the City Manager’s Report.  He read a letter from Manager Stasiak informing 

them of his intent to retire effective June 30, 2022.  He then congratulated Manager Stasiak on 

his decision to retire and thanked him for all he had done while employed by the City of 

McAlester. 

 

Councilman Smith expressed his appreciation for all of the work that Manager Stasiak had done 

during his employment with the City of McAlester. 

 

Mayor Browne stated that the next agenda needed an item to discuss the method of replacing 

Manager Stasiak.   

 

New Business 
Any matter not known, or which could not have been reasonably foreseen prior to the time of posting the Agenda in 

accordance with Sec. 311.9, Title 25, Oklahoma State Statutes. 

 

There was no new business. 

 

City Manager’s Report 

• Report on activities for the past two weeks. 

 

Manager Stasiak reported that the OWRB Loan that was closed a week ago with an interest rate 

of 1.9% and at the next Council meeting two (2) projects related to the loan would be submitted 

for Council consideration. 

 

Remarks and Inquiries by City Council 

 

Councilman Smith wished everyone a Happy New Year. 

 

Councilman Roden wished everyone a Happy New Year. 

 

Councilman Boatright inquired about the manholes that had been brought into the East Park area 

and asked if there was a project starting. 

 

Manager Stasiak commented that he would look into it and get the information to the Council. 

 

Recess Council Meeting 

 

Councilman Smith moved to recess the Regular Meeting and convene the Authorities. The 

motion was seconded by Councilman Boatright, and the vote was taken as follows: 

 

AYE:  Councilmembers Smith, Boatright, Roden & Mayor Browne 

NAY:  None 
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Mayor Browne declared the motion carried and the meeting was recessed at 7:05 P.M. 

 

Reconvene Council Meeting 

 

The Regular Meeting was reconvened at 7:06 P.M. 

 

Adjournment 

 

There being no further business to come before the Council, Councilman Smith moved for the 

meeting to be adjourned. The motion was seconded by Councilman Boatright.   

 

There was no discussion, and the vote was taken as follows: 

 

AYE:  Councilmembers Smith, Boatright, Roden & Mayor Browne 

NAY:  None 

 

Mayor Browne declared the motion carried, and the meeting was adjourned at 7:06 P.M. 

 

 

                    __________________________ 

ATTEST:                 John Browne, Mayor 

 

 

____________________________    

Cora Middleton, City Clerk 


